The Sentence of Death, Do You Have It?
If you don't have it, YOU’RE NOT SAVED!

Please consider the following historical and scriptural proof:
“I believe only men and women, who sign their lives away…You can't kill 'em, they're already
dead …You can't rob 'em of their property, they ain't got none…They've signed their lives away. I
believe the scripture teaches that a man who's a Christian is a martyr to be. When my Lord said, 'if any
man will come after me let him deny himself', sign your life away, pick up your cross, like him! And I
believe those people are gonna be under the blood, safe and secure.”
-Rolfe Barnard (Utter Committal to Jesus Christ)
“I say again, be resolved against what man can do unto you, FOR THERE ARE NO MORE
CHRISTIANS THAN THERE ARE MARTYRS IN RESOLUTION AND AFFECTION.”
-James Renwick (The Life and Letters of James Renwick)

"It is true that every Christian is not a martyr, but he has the spirit of martyrdom in him. He says as
Paul, "I am ready to be bound": he has a disposition of mind to suffer, if God call. Love will carry men
out above their own strength. Tertullian observes how much the heathen suffered for love to their
country. If the spring-head of nature rises so high, surely grace will rise higher. If love to their country
will make men suffer, much more should love to Christ. "Love endureth all things" (I Cor. xiii. 7). Basil
speaks of a virgin condemned to the fire, who having her life and estate offered her if she would fall
down to the idol, answered, "Let life and money go, welcome Christ." It was a noble and zealous
speech of Ignatius, "Let me be ground with the teeth of wild beasts, if I may be God’s pure wheat."
How did divine affection carry the early saints above the love of life, and the fear of death! St. Stephen
was stoned, St. Luke hanged on an olive-tree, St. Peter crucified at Jerusalem with his head downwards.
These divine heroes were willing to suffer, rather than by their cowardice to make the name of God
suffer. How did St. Paul prize his chain that he wore for Christ! He gloried in it…as a woman that is
proud of her jewels, says Chrysostom. And holy Ignatius wore his fetters as a bracelet of diamonds.
"Not accepting deliverance" (Heb. xi. 35). They refused to come out of prison on sinful terms, they
preferred their innocency before their liberty. BY THIS LET US TEST OUR LOVE TO GOD. HAVE
WE THE SPIRIT OF MARTYRDOM? Many say they love God, but how does it appear? They will not
forego the least comfort, or undergo the least cross for His sake. If Jesus Christ should have said to us,
"I love you well, you are dear to me, but I cannot suffer, I cannot lay down my life for you," we should
have questioned His love very much; and may not Christ suspect us, when we pretend to love Him, and
yet will endure nothing for Him?"
-Thomas Watson (A Divine Cordial)

***************************************

"And why stand we in jeopardy every hour? I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our
Lord, I die daily."
(1Co. 15:30-31)

"For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were
pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: But we had the
SENTENCE OF DEATH in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth
the dead:" (2Co. 1:8-9)
“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but
not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are always
delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal
flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. (2Co. 4:8-12)

"We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the
Lord." (2Co. 5:8)

"According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all
boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by
death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my
labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and
to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you."
(Phil.1:20-24)

"But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss
of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness
which is of God by faith: That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship
of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the
resurrection of the dead. Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus." (Phil. 3:7-12)

"Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be
boundonly, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus." (Acts 21:13)

"And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me
there: Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But
none of these things move me, NEITHER COUNT I MY LIFE DEAR UNTO MYSELF, so that I
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify
the gospel of the grace of God." (Acts 20:22-24)

-Apostle Paul

***************************************

"Then spake the priests and the prophets unto the princes and to all the people, saying, This man is
worthy to die; for he hath prophesied against this city, as ye have heard with your ears. Then spake
Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all the people, saying, The LORD sent me to prophesy against this
house and against this city all the words that ye have heard. Therefore now amend your ways and your
doings, and obey the voice of the LORD your God; and the LORD will repent him of the evil that he
hath pronounced against you. AS FOR ME, BEHOLD, I AM IN YOUR HAND: DO WITH ME AS
SEEMETH GOOD AND MEET UNTO YOU." But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to death, ye
shall surely bring innocent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof:
for of a truth the LORD hath sent me unto you to speak all these words in your ears." (Jer. 26:11-15)
-Jeremiah

***************************************

"Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabeel, who was
shutup; and he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us shut the
doors of the temple: for they will come to slay thee; yea, in the night will they come to slay thee. AND
I SAID, SHOULD SUCH A MAN AS I FLEE? AND WHO IS THERE, THAT, BEING AS I AM,
WOULD GO INTO THE TEMPLE TO SAVE HIS LIFE? I WILL NOT GO IN. And, lo, I perceived
that God had not sent him; but that he pronounced this prophecy against me: for Tobiah and Sanballat
had hired him. Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin, and that they might
have matter for an evil report, that they might reproach me. My God, think thou upon Tobiah and
Sanballat according to these their works, and on the prophetess Noadiah, and the rest of the prophets,
that would have put me in fear." (Neh. 6:10-14)
-Nehemiah

***************************************

"There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast set up. Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury
commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.
Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye
serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at what time
ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye
fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the

same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of
my hands? Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O
NEBUCHADNEZZAR,WE ARE NOT CAREFUL TO ANSWER THEE IN THIS MATTER. IF IT BE
SO, OUR GOD WHOM WE SERVE IS ABLE TO DELIVER US FROM THE BURNING FIERY
FURNACE, AND HE WILL DELIVER US OUT OF THINE HAND, O KING. BUT IF NOT, BE IT
KNOWN UNTO THEE, O KING, THAT WE WILL NOT SERVE THY GODS, NOR WORSHIP THE
GOLDEN IMAGE WHICH THOU HAST SET UP. Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the
form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego: therefore he spake, and
commanded that they should heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated. And
he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen,
and their hats, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.
Therefore because the king's commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the
fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. Then
Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and said unto his counsellors,
Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said unto the king, True,
O king." (Dan. 3:12-24)
-Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.

***************************************
“And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy.
Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch
with me. And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. And he cometh unto the
disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. He
went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from
me, except I drink it, thy will be done. And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were
heavy. And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then
cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at
hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at
hand that doth betray me. And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a
great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people.” (Matthew
26:37-47)
“And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and
struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear. Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy
sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. Thinkest thou that I
cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? But
how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?”
(Matthew 26:51-54)

"If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple." (Luke 14:26)

"Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life
for my sake shall find it." (Matthew 16:24-25)

"The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, saying unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence: for
Herod will kill thee. And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do
cures to day and to morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected. Nevertheless I must walk to day, and
to morrow, and the day following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem."
(Luke 13:31-33)

"Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. His disciples say unto him, Master,
the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? Jesus answered, Are there not twelve
hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.
But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him."
(John 11:7 - 10)
“Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. No man
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it
again. This commandment have I received of my Father. “
(John 10:17-18)

"And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die,
it bringeth forth much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world
shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also
my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. Now is my soul troubled; and what
shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify thy
name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again."
(John 12:23-28)

"Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to crucify
thee, and have power to release thee? Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me,
except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin."
(John 19:10-11)
-The Lord Jesus

***************************************

"Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance;
that they might obtain a better resurrection." (Hebrews 11:35)

"And they OVERCAME him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; AND
THEY LOVED NOT THEIR LIVES UNTO DEATH." (Rev. 12:11)

WILL YOU OVERCOME?

