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New Testament Scriptures on Repentance: 
 

“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, "REPENT"' (Mtt. 4:17),  
he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” 

 
-Martin Luther (The Ninety-Five Theses) 

 
 
 
In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, And saying, Repent 
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  
(Mat 3:1-2) 
 
From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  
(Mat 4:17) 
 
But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  
(Mat 9:13) 
 
Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, because they 
repented not: Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, 
which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago 
in sackcloth and ashes. But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
day of judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be 
brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in 
Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee.  
(Mat 11:20-24) 
 
The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because 
they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. The queen of 
the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came 
from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a greater 
than Solomon is here.  
(Mat 12:41-42) 
 
But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go 
work to day in my vineyard. He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and 
went. And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and 
went not. Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus 
saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom 
of God before you. For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him 
not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not 
afterward, that ye might believe him.  
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(Mat 21:28-32) 
 
And they went out, and preached that men should repent.  
(Mar 6:12)  
 
There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these 
Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, 
Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower 
in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in 
Jerusalem? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.  
(Luk 13:1-5) 
 
I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.  
(Luk 15:7)  
 
And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 
And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.  
(Luk 16:30-31) 
 
Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, 
forgive him. And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn 
again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.  
(Luk 17:3-4) 
 
Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, And said unto 
them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  
(Luk 24:45-47) 
 
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they were pricked in 
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  
(Act 2:36-38) 
 
But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ 
should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;  
(Act 3:18-19) 
 
Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men. 
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God 
exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and 
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forgiveness of sins.  
(Act 5:29-31) 
 
Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee.  
(Act 8:22) 
 
When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God 
also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.  
(Act 11:18)  
 
And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to 
repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he 
hath raised him from the dead.  
(Act 17:30-31) 
 
And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have 
taught you publickly, and from house to house, Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the 
Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.  
(Act 20:20-21) 
 
Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: But shewed first 
unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to 
the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. For 
these causes the Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill me.  
(Act 26:19-21) 
 
Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing 
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?  
(Rom 2:4)  
 
Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were 
made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. For godly 
sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world 
worketh death. For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what 
carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what 
fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have 
approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.  
(2 Co 7:9-11) 
 
And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall bewail many 
which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and 
lasciviousness which they have committed.  
(2 Co 12:21)  
 
And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In 
meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them 
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repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; And that they may recover themselves out of the 
snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.  
(2 Ti 2:24-26) 
 
For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; 
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.  
(Heb 6:4-6) 
 
For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: 
for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.  
(Heb 12:17) 
 
The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.  
(2 Pe 3:9) 
 
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I 
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent.  
(Rev 2:5)  
 
Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my 
mouth.  
(Rev 2:16)  
 
And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. Behold, I will cast her 
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of 
their deeds.  
(Rev 2:21-22) 
 
Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore 
thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will 
come upon thee.  
(Rev 3:3) 
 
As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.  
(Rev 3:19) 
 
And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of 
their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and 
stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: Neither repented they of their 
murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.  
(Rev 9:20-21) 
 
And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch 
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men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, 
which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. And the fifth 
angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and 
they gnawed their tongues for pain, And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains 
and their sores, and repented not of their deeds.  
(Rev 16:8-11) 


